IS    POLAND    LOST ?

a majority of the Seym, after stormy debates, on
lyth March 1921. That year was, in addition, a
year of treaties of various kinds. There was the
Polish-Danzig Treaty regulating the relationship
between Poland and the Free City, the Polish-
Roumanian and Polish-Czechoslovak Treaties and,
above all, the Franco-Polish Alliance.

During the years from 1918 till 1935, when
Marshal Pilsudski died, many things happened in
Poland, some of vital importance, some entirely
unimportant; but there were two permanent
features in Polish national life. One was lack of
money and the practical destitution of the great
mass of the people, the other, bitter conflicts and
feuds in the Seym and the Senate, which rendered
the Polish Houses of Parliament almost impotent.
A third feature, which cannot be said to have been
permanent, but was very prevalent in Poland, was
bribery and corruption in connection with official
appointments, the granting of concessions, etc.
As regards the financial situation, it should be
remembered that the country had been devastated
not only by the Great War, but again during the
victorious Polish campaign in 1920. The extent of
the devastation may be gathered from the fact that
of buildings alone nearly two million were destroyed,
including thousands of schools and churches and
hundreds of thousands of dwelling houses, factories
and agricultural buildings. The Poles made super-
human efforts towards recovery, but there was so
much to be reconstructed and re-created that con^
tamal financial crises were inevitable. The world